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Congress. Propositions to adjourn from month to month,
to adjourn and authorize the presiding officers to convene
the two houses, or to adjourn them without meeting, have
been made and supported by leading Radicals with a
shameless disregard of their duty and oaths. If the public
necessities require, the Constitution makes it the duty of
the President to convene Congress in special session.

It is stated freely and without contradiction that
Stanton and Grant both were on the floor of the two
houses, beseeching the Members not to adjourn over to
next winter and thus leave the administration of the
government with the President. I was unwilling to be-
lieve this, particularly of Grant, but fear it is true.

The Senators show an unfriendly feeling towards army
officers whom the President nominates for civil position,
and Grant cannot have failed to see there is jealousy of
the military among aspiring politicians. I am not sorry
to see this, not that I approve of the proscription of men
because they have been officers, or because they are friends
of the President; but there is a disposition on the part of
the military to be clannish and to grasp political office and
power, which should not overshadow civil merit.

We had to-day a long discussion over Indian affairs.
The military officers have assumed the control of matters
which the law confides to the Indian agents, and have issued
orders which conflict with and subjugate the agents. To
this the Secretary of the Interior, who has charge of In-
dian affairs, objects and demands that the military orders
be revoked. The Secretary of War thinks the officers are
to be justified and brings forward Generals Grant and
Sherman as his backers.

Seward is for compromising and after long discussion
opposes the revocation of the order. McCulloch concurs
with him because the army is there to protect the agents
and settlers. Stanton is very emphatic the same way, of
course. I dissented from the three who preceded me and
took a different view from McCulloch. The military are